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The Angels of the Dragon

Jus t  as  God  has  ange l s  who  do  H is  w i l l ,  Sa tan  has  ange l s
who do h is  wi l l .  The Bib le cal ls  them evi l  sp i r i ts .  I t  a lso cal ls  them
demons and devi ls .

There is  no more terr ib le real i ty  confront ing human exis tence
than that  o[demons.  Demons are the unseen enemies of  God and
of  man;  thel '  are ceaselessly  at  work against  the wi l l  o f  God and
against  a l l  o f  the best  in terests of  man.  The ef fects of  thei r  act iv i t )
are a l l  around us today,  and the Scr iptures in form us that  these
ef fects are going to be mul t ip l ied many t imes,  and at  a verv rapid
pace,  at  the juncture in  h is tory when Israel  again seeks to make
hersel f  secure in  the ancient  land.  Yet  there is  no major  area o l
Bib l ica l  revelat ion that  is  more appal l ing ly  neglected than th is .

The term demons is  very fore ign to the Amer ican conscious-
ness;  remote f rom the common Amer ican concepts of  the nature
of  l i fe  and being.  We prefer  to  th ink that  there are no such th inc ' .
as demons.  Yet  no l iv ing person escapes thei r  at tent ion.
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109 The Angels of the Dragon

Ignorance of  demons,  just  about  tota l  in  the West ,  is  becoming
less and less convenient  in  our  society,  because there has been a
marked stepup in demonic supernatura l  act iv i ty  in  th is  nat ion in
the last  several  years.  We see i ts  ef fects on a lmost  every hand,  but
we are b l ind to i ts  source.

The demons depend for  success in  thei r  program of  d isrupt ing
and destroy ing human l i fe  on ignorance of  who they are,  what  they
do,  and how they do i t .  The Bib le,  the accurate guide to the who
and what  of  the supernatura l ,  throws a searchl ight  of  revelat ion
into the darkness in  which demons thr ive and shows them up.

The Bib le te l ls  of  the or ig in of  demons,  reveals thei r  act iv i t ies
and  shows  the i r  des t i ny .

By the knowledge gained through the Word of  God de mons may
be exposed,  ident i f ied,  and d ispossessed by men.  They may a lso
be inte l l igent ly  and ef fect ive ly  res is ted.

As the head of  an organized rebel l ion against  the government
of  God,  Satan leads a host  of  angel ic  co l laborators.  I t  appears that
they number in  the mi l l ions.

The angels are a d iv ided company.  The Scr iptures speak,  in
Matthew 2b' .4r ,  o f  " the devi l  and h is  angels."

The Origin of Demons

The demons were not  created as such.  They had thei r  or ig in
among the angels of  God,  as Satan had.  Demons are reprobi te
angels who fo l low Satan and do h is  wi l l .

A l l  o f  the angels were servants of  God unt i l  Luci fer ,  the "son of
the morning,"  rebel led and caused a great  sp l i t  among them. Most
held to thei r  loyal ty  to God.  Others abandoned that  loyal ty  and
went after Lucifer, or Satan.

The Scr iptures speak of  the angels who s inned against  God.  The
Bib le says that  "God d id not  spare the angels when they s inned,
but  cast  them down .  .  .  and commit ted them to p i ts  of  nether
gloom to be kept  unt i l  the judgment . "  I I  Peter  z :4.

Again,  the Book ofJude te l ls  of  " the angels who d id not  keep
thei r  f i rs t  estate but  le f t  the i r  own habi tat ion."  $ude,  verse 6. )  The
demons are angels who lef t  the i r  f i rs t  estate,  as Satan lef t  h is .

The demons are a l l  ind iv idual  personal i t ies and they have
names.  L ike a l l  sp i r i tua l  beings,  demons are normal ly  inv is ib le to
man.  They possess the same facul t ies as angels,  but  they have put
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them out  to wicked ends.  Every ev i l  sp i r i t  has a wi l l ,  in te l l igence,
a personat i ty ,  and a d is t inct ive character  of  i ts  own.

When these angels turned away from God and followed Satan,
God,  by necessi ty ,  turned against  them. He d id so because thei r
misuse of their native capacities began to undermine the salety
and t ranqui l i ty  of  the universe.  I f  s in  were not  arrested and
judged,  i t  would not  cease unt i l  i t  had spread desolat ion and death
throughout  the creat ion.

"Evi l  sp i r i ts"  is  an accurate descr ipt ive term for  demons be-
cause they are spi r i ts- inv is ib le l iv ing beings-whol ly  devoted to
doing ev i l .

I  have quoted the Scripture that declares that "God is a
Angels are described as "ministering spirits. " As fallen
demons are described as "evil spirits."

We are to ld that  Satan,  " the pr ince of  the power of  the a i r , "  is
" the spi r i t  who is  at  work in  the chi ldren of  d isobedience."  Not ice
that  term, "at  work."  I t  spcaks of  d i rect ,  personal  act iv i ty  by Satan
upon and wi th in indiv idual  human beings.

The men and women who are now engaged in conveying so
many evi ls  throughout  th is  society are "chi ldren of  d isobedience"
in whom Satan and h is  demons are "at  work."  Such indiv iduals,
whether  they know i t  or  not ,  a l low demons to use them to carry
forward some of Satan's purposes in the earth.

The work of evil spirits is to do whatever they can to ruin men
moral ly ,  sp i r i tua l ly ,  physical ly ,  and mental ly .

They seek especia l ly ,  but  not  exc lus ively ,  to  ru in human beings
morally in the sexual area of l i fe and to ruin them spiritually in the
religious area of l i fe. Both of these are crit ical areas in which, if
a  person is  af fected by ev i l  sp i r i ts ,  the resul ts  are par t icu lar ly
destruct ive.

In e i ther  of  these areas human beings,  i f  they turn as ide f rom
the wi l l  o f  God and are overcome by demons,  can be ru ined not
only in this l i fe but for eternity.

The word angel  l i tera l ly  means "messenger."  The angels are
messengers of  God.  The demons are mes.sengers of  Satan who
engage in tempt ing men to do what  is  ev i l  and in encouraging
them to bel ieve what  is  not  t rue.

The Scr iptures reveal  that  demons have "doctr ines,"  or  a sys-
tem of  sp i r i tua l  teachings that  they present  to men,  contrary to the
truth.  Demons have fa lse doctr ines of  sa lvat ion,  of  eternal  dest iny,
of  love,  of  re incarnat ion,  of  se l f -sacr i f ice,  of  ascet ic ism, of  the way

spirit. "
angels,
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of  access to God,  and many others besides.  Each of  these doc-
t r ines is  a l ie ,  presented as t ruth.  That  is  why the Scr iptures warn
us not  to  be " ignorant  of  the devi l 's  devices"  and not  to  "g ive heed
to deceiv ing spi r i ts  and doctr ines of  demons."  I  T imothy 4: r .

The demons-as del iberate,  conscious agents of  Satan-are oc-
cupied in  constant ,  act ive rebel l ion against  God.  They a lso engage
in conf l ic t  against  men who are t ru ly  God's servants.  They come
unseen to do whatever  they can to h inder  such men,  to snare them,
to wi thstand or  thwart  them in carry ing out  God's wi l l .  They are
frant ic  in  thei r  detestat ion of  God,  and they wi l l  s toop to any t r ick
or  decei t  or  t reachery or  l ie  to  prevent  His wi l l  f rom being done
on the ear th as i t  is  done in heaven.

Their  work is  not  d i rected sole ly  to men and women who belong
to God.  They endeavor to get  a l l  men to v io late the wi l l  o f  God.
Demons are par t icu lar ly  bent  on the v ic t imizat ion of  men.  They
aim at  damaging and destroy ing human beings- indiv idual ly ,  in
groups,  or ,  when possib le,  (n mosse.  They wi l l  use whatever  means
are convenient  to  that  end.

Taken together ,  demons const i tu te the inv is ib le forces of  ev i l
assai l ing mankind today-assai l ing indiv idual  men,  societ ies,  and
nat ions.  Their  act iv i t ies are increasing and wi l l  cont inue to in-
crease as the great  prophet ic  events of  the end-t ime occur .  Igno-
rance of  who they are and what  they do wi l l  become more than ever
deadly.

Since the mid-r96o's ,  the Amer ican society has come under
massive invasion and at tack by ev i l  sp i r i ts .  The at tack is  especia l ly
concentrated on youth,  and though people see the resul ts  of  i t ,
they are bewi ldered by the destruct ive forces now act ive among us.
Their  bewi lderment  proceeds out  of  thei r  ignorance.

Spir i tua l  powers and spi r i tua l  forces,  of  good and evi l ,  are at
warfare today,  and that  fact  is  ref lected in  the many surpr is ing,
untoward,  and f requent ly  v io lent  erupt ions among men and na-
t i ons .

The conf l ic t  between the wi l l  o f  God and the wi l l  o f  Satan is
conducted on several  levels .  I t  is  conducted on the ear th,  i t  is
conducted in  the at rnosphere of  the ear th,  and i t  is  conducted in
the lo lver  heavens.

The angels who serve God and the demons who fo l low Satan
engage in conf l ic t .  The Book of  Revelat ion g ives us a g l impse of
th is .

"lVow war arose in heaam, Michael and his angek fghting against the
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dragon, and the dragon and his angekfought " (Revelation l2:7.) The
dragon is a figurative term for "the devil and Satan," as the next
verse states.

Here are seen two companies of angels under different leaders
-Michael  and h is  angels,  and Satan and h is  angels.  Michael ,  an
archangel ,  is  a leader of  the angels of  God,  whi le  Satan leads the
host  of  angels cal led demons,  devi ls ,  or  ev i l  sp i r i ts .

This conf l ic t  bears upon man,  for  both angels and demons have
to do wi th men.

The ear th,  and par t icu lar ly  the atmosphere of  the ear th,  is  under
occupat ion by Satan and h is  angel ic  leg ions.  That  is  why Satan is
cal led " the god of  th is  wor ld"  and " the pr ince of  the power o[ the
ai r . "  Wi th h im,  among the demons,  are other  ev i l  pr inces subordi -
nate to h im.  They stand together  in  unre lent ing def iance of  God's
wi l l .

There is  a graphic instance of  th is  in  the Book of  Danie l ,  the

Jewish prophet  in  the cour t  of  Babylon.  To Danie l  was entrusted
a ser ies of  prophecies concerning the whole course of  Gent i le
wor ld k ingdoms and concerning the dest iny o[ theJewish people
" in the la t ter  days."  These prophecies are of  momentous charac-
ter  and they are immensely re levant  to  wor ld events today and to
events just  ahead.  Because they provide a key to these events,
Satan d id a l l  that  he could to oppose Danie l 's  receiv ing God's
Word concerning them.

After Babylon fell, Daniel continued as a high civil official and
a prophet  in  the cour t  of  Pers ia.  Chapter  r  o  of  the Book of  Danie l
s tar ts :  " In  the th i rd year  of  Cyrus k ing of  Pers ia a word was re-
vealed to Danie l ,  who was named Bel teshazzar .  And the word was
true and it was a great confl ict. And he understood the word and
had understanding of  the v is ion."

Because of  the gravi ty  of  what  he was shown, Danie l  devoted
three fu l l  weeks to prayer  and par t ia l  fast ing.  In  response,  a Vis i tor
came to Daniel from heaven.

When th is  "man c lothed in l inen" appeared to h im,  Danie l
wr i tes,  " I  s tood up t rembl ing.  Then he said to me,  'Fear  not ,
Daniel, for from tfufrst day that you set your mind to understand
and humbled yoursel f  before your  God,  your  words have been
heard, and I have come because of your words. The prince of the
hingdom of Persia withstood me twmry-on€ days; but Michael, one of the
chief  pr inces,  came to help me,  so I  le f t  h im there wi th the pr ince
of  the k ingdom of  Pers ia and came to make you understand what
is  to befa l l  your  people in  the la t ter  days." '
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The amazing fact is that the Visitor from heaven had trouble
get t ing through!

Daniel's prayer was heard the frst day and the Visitor was sent
on the f i rs t  day,  but  when He reached the atmosphere of  the ear th
" the pr ince of  the k ingdom of  Pers ia"  arose and wi thstood h im for
twenty-one days.  Danie l  engaged in prayer  and last ing that  ent i re
ume.

In th is  passage God,  angels,  demons,  and men are seen in
related action in the conflict.

"The pr ince of  the k ingdom of  Pers ia"  who wi thstood the
Vis i tor  is  the demonic leader of  the forces of  sp i r i tua l  darkness in
Pers ia.  He is  the chief  demon appointed by Satan to ru le over
Pers ia in  the in terests of  Satan and against  the in terests of
God.

Not ice that  Michael ,  a  chief  pr ince of  the angels of  God,  came
to the s ide of  the man f rom heaven.  This v is i t  to  the ear th created
an emergency for  " the ru lers of  the darkness of  th is  wor ld"  and
aroused them to a mighty ef for t  to  prevent  the cruc ia l  v is i ta t ion.
Michael  came and stood against  the pr ince of  the k ingdom of
Pers ia-a pr ince angel  contending against  a pr ince demon-and
occupied h im so that  the Vis i tor  was f ree to cont inue on His way
to Danie l .  Here,  in  the Old Testament ,  we see the same conf l ic t
between the angels under Satan and the angels of  God under
Michael  shown in the New Testament  Book of  the Revelat ion,

T 'he man Danie l  had a par t  in  th is  conf l ic t  in  h is  day.  I t  was h is
wholehearted prayer  that  caused the Vis i tor  to  come-" I  have
come because of  your  word,"  He to ld Danie l - to  impart  v i ta l  in-
formation about the future of the Jews.

From th is  eoisode i t  can be seen that  there is  an in terre latedness
between the work of  God,  angels,  men,  and demons.  I t  was Da-
nie l 's  prayer  f rom the ear th that  s t i r red heaven to respond,  and i t
was the appear ing of  the heavenly Vis i tor  that  s t i r red the demons
to oppose.  This brought  Michael  to  the scene to contend against
the pr ince demon.  There was something going on in  the ear th,
something going on in  heaven,  and something going on in  the
atmosphere of  the ear th,  and each event  bore a re lat ion to the
other  events and t .o  the conf l ic t .

This  episode f rom Danie l  exposes the real i ty  of  the in tense
opposi t ion of  ev i l  sp i r i ts  to  the purposes of  God.  Do not  underes-
t imate that  conf l ic t ,  for  i t  is  going on today wi th greater  feroc i ty
and i t  is  beginning to af fect  you,  d i rect ly  or  ind i rect ly .  I t  is  begin-
n ing to af fect  our  nat ion in  pronounced and d isquiet ing ways.
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Demons in Hiding

The object  of  demons is  to get  men to do Satan 's  wi l l .
Demons work on men-to af fect  thei r  th ink ing and behavior-
[ r -om the outs ide and f rom the ins ide.

A pr imary funct ion of  demons is  to tempt men to do ev i l .  De-
monic spi r i ts  inhabi t ing the a i r  come to a man and stand,  as i t
were,  at  the gates of  h is  consciousness.  I t  is  in  thei r  power to
int roduce suggest ions d i rect ly  in to the minds of  men,  com-
municat ing them f rom thei r  own evi l  imaginat ions to the human
mind.  By th is  means they tempt a man or  they p lant  thei r  own
thoughts or  l ies in  h is  mind.  Every human being exper iences that .

The demons hope,  of  course,  for  a successfu l  t ransference of  an
evi l  thought  f rom the spi r i tua l  realm into the human realm. That
is  how "doctr ines of  demons" get  in to c i rcu lat ion among man-
k ind.  A man is  not  obl iged to accept  the thought ;  he may sweep
i t  as ide and g ive i t  no leave to occupy h is  mind.

The mind is  a chief  target  of  Satan,  and such at tacks are de-
s igned by Satan to get  a man to do that  which he knows he ought
not  to  do,  or  at  least  to  th ink what  is  not  edi fy ing for  h im to th ink.

Temptat ion is  Satan 's  opening wedge into a man's being.  He
does not  want  to s top there.  I f  a  man wi l l  obey demonic prompt-
ings to do ev i l ,  Satan wi l l  do worse wi th h im by far  than merely  to
temDt h im.

In the work of  so l ic i t ing men to do thei r  master 's  wi l l ,  demons
are not  content  to  work outs ide of  a man.  They prefer  to  enter  in to
a man and to work f rom ins ide h is  body.

An immensely important fact, of which you may be unaware, is
that  ev i l  sp i r i ts  can enter  in to and occupy the human body and use
it as the vehicle for carrying out their own depraved intentions
unde r  cer ta in c i rcumstances.  They cannot ,  I  hasten to add,  do th is
at  any t ime.  They must  be g iven a basis  for  occupat ion by volun-
tary acts of  human compl iance wi th the wi l l  o f  Satan.

I  would ask you to s top and to read that  ent i re s tatement  agaln.
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I t  is  one of  the most  important ,  yet  least  known, facts wi th which
man has to do. You may have known people in that condition.

When they work from outside, demons can appeal to and impor-
tune a man to do some s in,  but  they cannot  make h im do so.  When
they get inside, they obtain a measure of direct control over the
man and they can use him for their own purposes. When they
inhabi t  a  human being,  ev i l  sp i r i ts  become inseparably ident i f ied
wi th the indiv idual  in  whom they dwel l .  They are able at  t imes to
speak directly and audibly through the l ips of that individual.

My awareness of this fact came first in a most unexpected way,
dur ing an in terv iew wi th a professor  of  psychiat ry  and re l ig ion at
the Union Theological  Seminary in  New York,  in  Apr i l  1964.  I  had
sought the interview for a story I was doing for a magazine, but
I  had not  ant ic ipated i ts  content .

Af ter  some discussion of  heal ing in  the f i rs t  three hundred years
of  the Chr is t ian church,  the professor  to ld me of  a young marr ied
woman in a southern state who had become deeply d is turbed in
her  personal i ty ,  for  reasons that  were not  apparent .  She had been
to psychologists  but  had obta ined no help.  Later  she sought  the
help of a minister, who took a radically different approach to her
case and through whose help she obta ined re l ie f  f rom her  d is t ress,
relief that had proved to be Iasting.

" I  have a tape recording,"  the professor  said,  "of  the session in
which the young woman got relief from her trouble. It is quite
remarkable.  Would you l ike to hear  i t?"

In the next forty-five minutes what was to me an entirely new
dimension of  understanding of  an important  aspect  of  the
spiritual and supernatural realm began to unfold. As the tape went
round,  I  heard lwo voices.  The voice of  the min is ter  and the
woman's voice.  But  i t  shor t ly  became pla in that  the min is ter  was
not talking to the woman. He was talking to another intelligent per.son-
aliq who was in tlu wontan! He was addressing himself, intentionally
and directly, to an evil spirit.

What I remember most vividly is that, about half way through
the session,  the woman's voice changed.  I t  ceased to be a natura l
young woman's voice and became an odd,  rather  h igh-p i tched,
whiny,  nasal  sound.

"You' re hur t ing my head,  pastor , "  her  voice said wi th a k ind of
nasty, pleading petulance, Three or four times the phrase was
repeated.

" I  am not  touching th is  young woman's head.  I  am not  hur t ing
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her head. I  am speaking to you, you foul  and ly ing spir i t , "
minister said. Two or three t imes he reproved the evi l  spir i t
ly ing through the woman's l ips.

As I  real ized la ter ,  the demon to whom the min is ter  was speak-
ing was being brought  out  of  h id ing wi th in her  by stages-was,  in
shor t ,  beginning to be forced against  i ts  wi l l  ro  reveal  i rse l f  as
actual ly  present  in  the woman.

Up to that  point ,  the ev i l  sp i r i t  had sought  to h ide i ts  idenr i ty
ent i re ly  behind that  of  the woman and to remain undetected.  Now,
however,  the ev i l  sp i r i t  knew that  i t  had been d iscovered and
ident i f ied by the min is ter ,  and i t  began to speak d i rect ly ,  wi th no
fur ther  at tempt to h ide.

For  a whi le  th is  in t ruding personal i ty  was rather  bel l igerent
toward the min is ter ,  but  as he took author i ty  over  i t ,  an ev ident
t remor came into the voice that  spoke to the min is ter  and i t  in-
creased unt i l  i ts  tone was that  of  a near ly  hyster ica l  panic.

"You are going to go out  of  th is  young woman,"  the min is ter
said in  a s t rong,  even voice.

" l f  I  go out ,  I  wi l l  come back in , "  the h igh-p i tched voice repl ied.
"No.  You wi l l  not  come back in , "  the min is ter  sa id.  "You are

going to go out  today and you wi l l  never  come back in . "
Al l  chal lenges,  a l l  argument  d isappeared f rom the responding

voice.  The voice became considerably weaker,  and i t  was f i l led wi th
fear  and p leading.  The evi l  sp i r i t  to  whom the min is ter  spoke no
longer made an issue of  s tay ing or  leaving.  Instead,  i t  began to
bargain for  the terms of  i ts  departure!  The voice begged the
minis ter ,  in  a p i t i fu l  manner,  not  to  command i t  to  go toJerusa-
lem.

The  m in i s te r  t ook  f i na lau tho r i t y .  "You  fou land  l y i ng  sp i r i t , "  he
said,  " I  command you,  in  the name ofJesus Chr is t ,  to  come out
of  th is  woman now and not  to  return."

The young woman, f rom that  moment on,  had suf fered no more
from her  perp lex ing d is t ress,  the professor  said.  He said that  what
I  heard had taken p lace some months ear l ier .

What  had happened in the f ina l  moment was that  a demonic
spi r i t ,  an in te l l igent  agent  of  ev i l ,  who had entered the young
woman and had occupied par t  of  her  being for  many months,
causing her much unaccountable distress, had been discoaered, iden-
tifed, and cast out.

This was a modern-day instance of  the cast ing out  of  demons.
I t  was the f i rs t  o fwhich I  had ever  known, but  in  the next  several
vears I  was to learn of  case af ter  case f rom many d i f ferent  sources,

the
for
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al l  iso lated but  of ten exhib i t ing the most  s t r ik ing s imi lar i t ies in
method,  in  response and resul t .  I t  became impossib le for  me to
avoid the conclus ion that  ev i l  sp i r i ts  ex is t  and that  they somet imes
enter  in to human beings,  ent i re ly  unsuspected and unseen,  and
remain unti l something explicit and forceful and direct is done to
get  them out .

That  conclus ion was not  easier  for  me to reach.  I  th ink.  than for
you,  but  I  would ask you not  to  c lose your  mind or  to  decide about
i t  unt i l  you have read what  comes in the pages just  ahead.

In the past  f ive years I  have heard,  f rom the l ips of reputable and
inte l l igent  min is ters and miss ionar ies,  a l l  o f  the main l ine denomi-
nat ions,  so many accounts of  thei r  own di rect  exper iences in  deal -
ing wi th ev i i  sp i r i ts  that  had taken up res idence wi th in t roubled
indiv iduals-and these accounts,  though they were based on ex-
periences as far removed as China from Switzerland, are so re-
markably s imi lar  in  thei r  content- that  I  cannot  doubt  thei r
val id i ty .

Demons Exposed

Evi l  sp i r i ts- in te l l igent ,  l iv ing beings set  against  the
wi l l  o f  God-are not  a l l  a l ike in  the par t icu lar  expressions of  thei r
depravi ty .  They are very d i f ferent .  There are spi r i ts  who specia l ize
in ly ing,  in  f i l thy th ink ing,  in  hatred,  in  var ious delus ions,  in
depression,  in  fear .  There are ev i l  sp i r i ts  of  se l f -destruct ion,  of
exhib i t ion ism, of  rebel l ion,  of  fanat ic ism, and thev produce in
thei r  v ic t ims'  behavior  these b izarre ef fects.  There are many more.

Whi le on a repor t ing t r ip  through the Midwest  I  met  an Episco-
pal  rector  in  I l l ino is ,  who to ld me o[a s ingular  exper ience in h is
m in i s t r y .

The Reverend Richard E.  Winkler  sa id that  the s ix-year-o ld son
of  a woman who l ived near the church had become dangerously
destruct ive,  but  physic ians could f ind no cause nor  of fer  any solu-
t ion.  The boy would somet imes st r ike matches and set  f i res and
he would jump out  of  the second-story window of  h is  home, bru is-
i ng  h imse l f  i n  t he  d rop .
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The boy 's  mother  brought  h im to the church.  "The mother  was
beside hersel f , "  the rector  sa id.  "She had to watch the chi ld  every
moment.  Evident ly  he was possessed by demons of  destruct ion. ; '

As soon as he took the chi ld  and put  h im on h is  lap the boy
kicked and thrashed and st ruggled l ike a wi ld  animal .  The rector
had to hold h im down. Whi le several  others prayed,  the min is ter
began to deal  d i rect ly  wi th an ev i l  sp i r i t  o f  destruct ion.  He took
author i ty  over  the ev i l  sp i r i t  and,  in  the name ofJesus Chr is t ,
ordered it to leave the child.

" I t  was wonderfu l  to  see,"  the min is ter 's  wi fe said.  "The chi ld
changed just  l ike n ight  and day,  f rom a k ick ing,  squal l ing k id to
a peacefu l ,  quiet  l i t t le  boy before our  eyes."  Now calm and st i l l ,
the boy needed no longer to be held. The rector talked with the
mother a while. Then they left.

Mr.  Winkler  sa id that  the chi ld  had never  s ince set  f i res or  done
anyth ing e lse abnormal ly  destruct ive.  He appeared to be a normal ,
huppy child thereafter.

The wi ld  s t ruggle the boy put  up just  a moment or  two before
he was set  f ree is  typ ical  of  cases of  demonic possession.  There
frequently is such a struggle, and quite often the victims try to hurt
themselves or  somebody nearby.

"The demons recognize what 's  going to happen,"  Mr.  Winkler
said.  "They make a f ina l ,  desperate b id to hold on to thei r  human
vict im or ,  fa i l ing that ,  to  harm him."

The rector  a lso to ld of  a church membe r  who had "a daughter
who was normal  unt i l  her  co l lege years but  something happened
in col lege and she became possessed wi th several  k inds of  de-
mons.  The mother  brought  the g i r l  to  the a l tar  and when we
gathered around to pray for her, the demons threw her to the floor
three or  four  t imes."

The dean of a seminary near Minneapolis told me of a woman
student who had become extremely diff icult and unpleasant, and
who did not  respond to counsel ,  to  d isc ip l ine,  or  to  warnings of
expuls ion.  The dean and two other  facul ty  members concluded
that  she was being d is turbed by ev i l  sp i r i ts  and decided to ap-
proach her  case on that  ground.- 

When she appeared for the interview in which they were to do
so,  she became v io lent ,  t r ied to get  out  of  the room and showed
such extraordinary strength that it took six people to hold her sti l l .
The dean said that her strength was way beyond that of any young

woman. I have been told repeatedly that inordinate strength is

quite often exercised by persons who are troubled by evil spirits,
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and that i t  is usual ly exhibi ted just at  the point at  which ministers
are ready to cast the evil spirits out. Though the demons are not
physical beings, they are able to apply great force in the physical
realm when they occupy a human body, and they frequently do so
at precisely the point at which they begin to feel threatened by
exposure, ident i f icat ion, and dispossession.

The ministry ofJesus was marked by repeated encounters with
individuals suffering from demon possession and repeated acts of
authori ty over the evi l  spir i ts,  by whichJesus required them to go
out of their  v ict ims.

The following account from the Book of Mark will give anyone
who willread it carefully an insight into this area of reality: "They
came to the other side of the sea, to the country of the Gerasenes.
And when Jesus had come out of the boat,  there met him out.  of
the tombs a man with an unclean spir i t ,  who l ived among the
tombs; and no one could bind him any more, even with a chain;
for he had often been bound with fet ters and chains. but the chains
he wrenched apart, and the fetters he broke in pieces; and no one
had the strength to subdue him.

"Night and day among the tombs and on the mountains he was
always crying out,  and bruising himself  with stones. And when he
sawJesus from afar,  he ran and worshipped him. And crying out
with a loud voice, he said, 'What have you to do with me,Jesus, Son
of the Most High God? I  adjure you by God, do not torment me. '
For Jesus had said to him, 'Come out of the man, you unclean
sp i r i t ! '

"And Jesus asked him, 'What is your name?'
"He repl ied, 'My name is Legion, for WE are man). 'And he

begged him eagerly not to smd THEM out of the country.
"Now a great herd of swine was feeding there on the hi l ls ide,

and they begged him, 'Send ru to the swine, lzt w entzr thtm.'
"So he gave them leave. And the unclean spir i ts came out,  and

entered the swine; and the herd, numbering about 2,000, rushed
down the steep bank, and were drowned in the sea." Mark 5: r-r3.

Notice that Jesus did not deal with the evil spirits as conditioru
but as with intelligrnt btings.

There are some who are fond of saying that,  in this,Jesus was
merely ceding something to the superst i t ions of His t ime, but i t
is not the case.Jesus made a dist inct ion between a condit ion-as
in certain i l lnesses-and demonic possession, and He dealt  with
condit ions as condit ions, and He dealt  with evi l  spir i ts as evi l
spirits, and He knew the difference. Some illnesses He healed as
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i l lnesses;  others He recognized as physical  symptoms of  demon
possession and He cast  the ev i l  sp i r i ts  our .  To confound the two
is to leave some people,  s t rangely af f i ic ted or  tormented or  un-
balanced,  wi thout  hope of  re l ie f .  To confound the rwo is  a lso to
confuse the mat ter  in  a way that  is  convenient  to  the hope of
demons to remain undetected.

The man who l ived in  the cemetery was nol  h is  o l {n master ;  he
was under the contro l  o f  demonic spi r i ts ,  and he showed many
signs of  that  contro l .  The evi l  sp i r i ts  had dr iven h im away f rom
human society and had made h im a wi ld  rec luse.

Whi le the demons possessed h im he had more than merely
human st rength ( " the chains he wrenched apart  .  .  .  no one had the
strength to subdue h im") .  He was "a lways cry ing our  and bru is ing
h imse l f  w i t h  s tones . "  The  ev i l  sp i r i r s  used  h i s  vo i ce  t o  c r v  ou t  and
the l  made  h im  i n f l i c t  damage  on  h i s  body .

As soon asJesus and the man in the tombs saw each other ,  there
was a two-way recogni t ion.  The evi l  sp i r i ts  in  the man recognized
Jesus,  andJesus recognized the ev i l  sp i r i ts  in  the man.

As soon as He met h im,Jesus f ixed His gaze on the man in the
tombs and said,  "Come out  of  the man,  you unclean spi r i t . "

It is crit ically important to notice thatJesus did not addre.ss the man.
He went  beyond the man and d i rect ly  addressed the unclean spi r i t .- I -he 

man's voice cr ied out ,  "What  have vou to do wi th me,Jesus,
Son of  the Most  High God?"- the demons knew exact ly  Who
stood before them-nl  adjure thee by God that  you rorment  me
no t . "

I t  was not  the man speaking.  I t  was the demons speaking,  t ry ing
to h ide themselves behind the ident i ty  of  the man,  to make i t
appear that  the man was speaking.  Evi l  sp i r i ts  seek the c losest
possib le ident i f icat ion wi th the person they inhabi t ,  so that  thei r
words and acts wi l l  be mistakenly ascr ibed to the person.

There is  more here than the speech of  a man.  There was instant
recogni t ion,  not  only  ofJesus as a man,  but  ofJesus as the "Son
of  the Most  High God."  Men may nor  know thatJesus is  the Son
of  God-some do,  most  do not-but  every demon knows Who
Jesus is .  They have no uncer ta inty  whatever  about  i t .  The Bib le
says  tha t  " t he  dev i l s  be l i eve ,  and  t remb le . " James  z : rgb .

In th is  case,  the ev i l  sp i r i ts  were in  great  fear  ofJesus,  because
He had absolute power over  them, so they begged Him nor  to
torment  them.

Up to th is  point  they used the f i rs t  person s ingular  because they
st i l l  hoped to conceal  thei r  t rue ident i ty .  They hoped to make i t



12l Demons Exposed

seem that  the man was askingJesus not  to  torment  h im.
Pla in ly ,  Jesus had not  come to torment  the man.  I t  was the

demons who were doing that .

Jesus d id not  speak to the man,  but  He went  beyond the man and
addressed the demons:  "What  is  your  name?"

"My. .name is  Legion,"  the man's voice answered,  " for  we are
many.

The demons,  knowing that  they had been d iscovered,  changed
abrupt ly  f rom the f i rs t  person s ingular  to  the p lura l .  They were
now out in the open, forced to reveal themselves as foreign beings
inhabi t ing the body of  the man.

This abrupt  swi tch of  terms is  qui te typ ical  in  cases where ev i l
sp i r i ts  are being deal t  wi th d i rect ly .  For  a whi le  they wi l l  speak only
of  " I "  and "me,"  then suddenly they wi l l  re fer  to  the indiv idual
they are occupying as "h im" or  "her , "  thus making the d is t inct ion
between themselves and thei r  v ic t im.  Or they wi l l  speak of  "we"
and "us."  This occurs when they are f lushed out  of  h id ing and
made to reveal  themselves as separate ident i t ies.

Verse l2  of  th is  account  speci f ica l ly  reveals that  i t  was not  the
possessed man who was speaking toJesus,  but  the unclean spi r i ts
in  the man.  I t  says:  "  Thry begged h im, 'Send us to the swine,  le t
us enter  them." '

Jesus made them leave the man,  but  He a l lowed them to go in to
the swine.  Immediate ly  two th ings happened.

The man out  of  whom the demons had gone sat  there quiet ly ,
"clothed and in his right mind."

The p igs on the h i l ls ide,  in to which the demons went ,  immedi-
ate ly  " rushed down the steep bank in to the sea,  and were drowned
in the sea."  The herd ran wi ld ,  and the 2,000 swine were destroyed.

When the demons,  though unseen to the natura l  eye,  entered
the herd of  p igs,  the man was per fect ly  sane and rat ional  and calm,
but  the p igs immediate ly  became sel f -destruct ive,  as the man had
been.

Real  demons had gone out  of  a real  man and entered real  p igs.
When they le f t  the man and went  in to the p igs,  thei r  act iv i ty  was
transferred f rom the man to the p igs.  There can be no more
graphic depict ion than th is  of  the real i ty  of  demons and of  the
ef fects of  demon possession.

On another  occasion a woman, whose young daughter  was pos-
sessed by an unclean spi r i t ,  came toJesus and fe l l  a t  His feet .  "The
woman was a Greek,"  the Bib l ica l  account  says,  "and she besought
h im that  he would cast  for th the devi l  out  of  her  daughter . "
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Since she was not  aJew, 'Jesus said to her ,  'Let  the chi ldren f i rs t
be fi l led: for it is not meet to take the children's bread, and to cast
i t  to  the dogs." 'Jesus 'min is t ry  at  that  t ime was to the house of
Israel ,  not  to  Gent i les.  His words on th is  were so p la in that  they
might have daunted a less daring faith than hers.

"And she answered and said to h im,  'Yes,  Lord,  yet  the dogs
under the table eat  of  the chi ldren 's  crumbs. '

"And he said to her, 'For this saying go your way; the devil is
gone out  of  your  daughter . '  "  Mark Tizb-zg.

The following account by the Reverend Derek Prince is taken
from an article in Christian Life magazine. The minister starts by
admit t ing that  some of  the t roubled people who had come to h im
for help had not received the relief they sought.

"My prayers, though long and fervent, were ineffective," Rever-
end Pr ince says.  "My f r iend. . .  never  found re l ie f  f rom his  inner
torment. Through the years there were many other such cases in
my minis t ry  of  men and women whose hur ts  were healed,  but  only
slightly. After f ifteen years in the ministry . . . the Lord . . . has
given me a new type of service which has involved a progressive
education in the realit ies of the spiritual world.

"Ear ly  in  th is  exper ience,  a Bapt is t  min is ter ,  a  f r iend of  mine,
phoned to ask i f  he could br ing over  a woman who was a member
of  another  Bapt is t  church but  who had been under h is  pastora l
care. He explained that she needed deliverance from evil spirits.

"The woman said that she was married and that she had several
children. She looked about forty and to all outward appearances
was a normal American housewife. The minister told us that she
had already been delivered from one demon but that she needed
further deliverance from other evil spirits. He placed her in a
chair, stood in front of her, and began to demand that the evil
spirits manifest themselves.

"With a mixture of interest and skepticism I watched to see what
would happen. After a while the woman's face underwent a curious
change. Her features became contorted, and a fierce glare shone
in her  eyes.  I  could not  doubt  that  some other  personal i ty
was manifesting itself. At length I asked for the privilege of speak-
l n g . . . .

" 'You evi l  sp i r i t ,  I 'm speaking to you,  and not  to  th is  woman, '
I said. 'In the name ofJesus Christ, I command you to answer me.
What is  your  name?'

"Immediatelv. with a sound like a hiss. there came out of the
woman's l ips tire one word, 'hate.'
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" 'You spi r i t  o f  hate, '  I  cont inued,  ' in  the name ofJesus Chr is t
I  command you to come out  of  th is  woman. '

" 'No, '  the same voice repl ied.  ' I 'm not  coming out .  This  is  my
house. I 've l ived here for thirty-five years, and I 'm not coming
out ! '  Af ter  pers is tent  quot ing of  Scr ipture and cont inued de-
mands in the name of Jesus for the demon to leave the woman,
the demon conceded,  ' I f  I  come out ,  I ' l l  come back again. '

" I  could th ink of  only  one th ing to say,  'No you won' t  come back.
You' l l  come out ,  and you' l l  s tay out . '

"The astonishing d ia logue cont inued.  'Even i f  I  come out ,  my
brothers are here,  and they ' l l  k i l l  her . '

"By th is  t ime,  I  was gain ing conf idence.  'No they won' t .  You' l l
come out f irst, and your brothers wil l come out after you.'

"Having apparentiy exhausted its arguments, the evil spirit tr ied
another tactic. As we watched, the woman appeared to attempt to
choke herself. It took the combined strength of the two of us to
get her hands away from her throat.

"Eventually the spirit of hate came out. The woman's head fell
forward, and there was a brief moment of relaxation. Then the
next spirit manifested itself. In all, seven other spirits named
themselves and,  af ter  much st ruggl ing,  came out .

"We took turns commanding these spi r i ts  to  come out .  The
entire process took more than five hours. The seven spirits that
followed identif ied themselves as: fear, envy, jealousy, pride, self-
pity, infidelity, and death.

"A week later, the woman brought her youngest child, a girl of
six, to be prayed for. She was a shy, unhappy-looking l itt le girl,
who seemed incapable of  looking people st ra ight  in  the eye.  At
school she had been classified as retarded.

"The daughter's deliverance followed much the same pattern as
that of her mother, but was not so prolonged. Several of these evil
spirits manifested themselves and spoke out of the daughter. As
these-spi r i ts  spoke,  I  asked the mother ,  ' Is  that  your  daughter 's
volcer

" 'No, '  she repl ied.  ' I t  isn ' t  anyth ing l ike my daughter 's  vo ice. '
"About a year later, I learned that from that t ime on the girl 's

grades at school had shown a marked improvement, and she was
no longer classified as retarded."

In the bat t le  against  ev i l ,  man must  deal  wi th inv is ib le in te l l i -
gences who are devoted to evil. These spirits can be resisted, but
they must be recognized to be effectively resisted, and to resist
them triumphantly you need God's help.


